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Arabic tongue prevails, and where the civilization and
traditions are Semitic. In this southern section there is
present a stagnation in all stages of development—the
unchanged and unchanging Bedouin wanders over the
land dwelling in black tents, the fellaheen lives, or
rather exists, in mud huts, and the civilization of cul-
tured business and professional men of the large cities—
men educated in the colleges of the country or in Europe
or America, dwelling in handsome and capacious houses
in the cities of the coast, interior, or mountain villages.
It is thus evident that there must be a great variety and
diversity of local culture, habits, and conditions.
Beirut, Damascus, Aleppo, and the new sections of
Jerusalem, Jaffa and Haifa, have developed like modern,
cities. But many of the other cities, such as Horns,
Hama, Antioch, Aintab, Sidon, Tripoli, and other lesser
towns, seem, like Topsy, to have "just growed." They
have narrow, tortuous streets, not infrequently com-
pletely arched over, with holes cut in the roofs letting a
little light down to assist the wayfarer in dodging the
meandering donkey or prowling street dogs. A narrow
gutter often is found in the middle of these streets,
through which trickles a little stream of water or of
sewage. One may espect to find conditions and manners
and ways and means of doing things in very many in-
stances in the Orient quite the opposite to those of the
Occident. For esample, the sewers and ditches are not
on the sides of the streets, as one naturally expects to
find them, but in the middle of them. Again, a street is
considered only incidentally a place in which to walk or
to drive; in the East, it seems to be a place where people
throw rubbish and commit nuisances. Bearing that in
mind, one can readily understand why the Oriental puts
off his shoes on entering his home, and regards a shoe
as an unmentionable topic of conversation; and if he is
forced to speak of it he asks your pardon for mentioning

